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" has reported a total of 17 cases — a]though
no transmission reported thus far— of the
* Delta variant but all of them were:detect-
edatthe country’s borders, '
Rye urged the public to get vaccmated
and at the same time to follow minimum
public health protocols to fight. amnst
 this new and infectious variant, |
ﬂ;%usthe variants we are fighting them
w1 Just one. appmg@g or two actuall
@d g'fl;zaapmst s ?ol (vaccmated
to

WO IS 1
pu ﬁchealthstan '”Rxesaz# .
Rye said compared to th er v
ants such as the Alpha Vanaﬂi, first de-
tected in the United ngdom* the l?élta
~ variant was more contagious because one
individual could spféafd evrrus ﬁ'om six
to’eigi‘ﬁ other people
~“Just to give you a sense of the UK’
 variant, if one professor is infected then'
the virus can spread from four to five
| people. While the new Delta variant can
spread from six to eight other people,
| which only shows that it is a/ bigger num-
| ber and it’s very cqnmgxgua;’uhgmd.
In terms of the vaccine efficacy, OCTA.
also said that some of the vaccines might
- not be “very effective™ ag'amst the new

i tious as well,” Rye said ina

By Willie Casas e 1
THE more infectious coronayirus Delta ~ “That's why our first
variant, first detected in India, could message is that we need to
cripple the country’s health care system  take precautions, now 1s not
because of its more infectious pature, the the time to be complacent
OCTA Research Group said on Thursday. and to-be neglectful,” Rye

OCTA fellow Ranjit Rye warned that said. :
the Delta variant, which he described as “All we know is that
a game changer, could lead tg a surge of some of the vaccines
COVID-19 cases in the country. may not be very effective

Rye warned also that Filipinos should against these new. vari-
not be complacent and must follow mini- ants... It’s not yet here
mum public health protocols. in the country, it’s not

“We want to emphasize that the Delta yet spreading, our goal
variant is a game changer, If it enters the. is o prevent that from
country, it will crumble our healthcare happening,” he said.
system due to the sudden rise of new As of June 21, the country
cases and since the variant is very infec- Next page




