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Duterte orders swift... 1« |
of coronavirus. The country reported No favoritiﬁm
5,249 cases of infections Monday, which in vaccine distribution

pushed the total cases to 1,364,239. The -

~ coronavirus data included 55,847 active
cases and 23,749 deaths.

“I hope that you'd move fast-
er kasi as - ang ano kasi dito is...
Well, as long as we have the supply
in steady manner, there is no rea-
son why we should also dilly- dally
in the distribution of the vaccines in
the provinces,” the President told the
government's task force in charge of
addressing the pandemic m Davao
City Monday.

* Prior to the President's comments
aired live on state televxsmn, Dugque

presented a report that the country's

cases have plateaued, except for Min-
danao that recently accounted for the
bulk of daily infections. He called for
intensified COVID preventive mea-
sures, including increase in critical
health care resources, to stem the

case surge in Visayas and Mindanao.

The President then asked ‘Duque
for alist of the allocation of coronavi-
rus vaccines in every province in the
country. The health chief informed
the President about the vaccine al-
location plan, including raising the
vaccine supply in areas experiencing
COVID case spike.

“Kasi I'm just wondering there
are - in Mindanao, sabi mo, it has

surpassed the number of cases doon

sa Luzon. Sa dito sa Mindanao, ilan
na ang napadapa - nabigyan ng ba-
kuna? (In Mindanao, how many have

been given the vaccines?),” Duterte

asked Dugque. Duque deferred to vac-
cine czar Carlito Galvez Jr. in provid-
ing details about the vaccine distri-
bution in the provinces.

More than 2 million péople have
so far been fully vaccinated since the
government embarked on the free in-
oculation drive last March. The list of

vaccinated persons consisted mostly

of health workers, senior citizens,
and people with comorbidity.

The country has already received
around 14.2 million doses of corona-
virus vaccines and is expected to get
another 4 million before the end of
the month.

As this developed, the Natio;lal o et

Task Force (NTF) Against COVID-19

refuted allegations that Davao City,

President Duterte's hometown, was
allocated with the biggest portion of
Pfizer vaccine doses. :

NTF spokesman Restituto Padilla

Jr. said the government is ensuring
the equitable distribution of vaccines
in the country but areas experiencing
a surge are bemg prioritized.

“There is an equitable distribu-

tion so the allocation depends on

the number of persons gettmg sick,

e

ments,” Padilla said in a radio inter-
view over dzBB.

Around 2.4 million doses of Pfizer
jabs have been received by the gov-
ernment through donations from the
global initiative COVAX Facility. These
were composed of 193,050 doses de~

livered on May 10; and 2,276,820

doses which arrived on June 10.

In the delivery made on June 10,
the NTF had said that 210,000 doses
of Pfizer jabs were transported each

to Metro Cebu and Metro Davao while

the remaining were allocated to “NCR
Plus” areas — Metro Manila, Bulacan,
Cavite, Laguna, and Rizal.

But Padilla clarified that the al-
location in Davao was meant to sup-
port the entire Davao Region (Region

band not just Davao City. Davao

on is comprised of five provinces

and six cities, including Davao City.

The Department of Health (DOH)
said Davao City is one of the “areas of

concern” as a surge of infections was
observed in the area. In the first week

of June, Davao City had a growth rate

of 54 percent while its attack rate
was at 11.34 percent.

This translated to high-to-critical
risk health care and ICU [intensive care  :

unit] utilization rates, which means
more people are getting hospitalized.

“We are particularly monitoring |

the situation in Davao because it has
the highest attack rate now, accord-

ing to DOH,” Padilla said. (Withare- -

port fromMartin A Sadtmgdong)




