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Cebub ﬁ‘lksr follows
lATF health rules

Garcia softens stance on testing quarantine protocols after Duterte warning
COVID-9

By Dale G. Israel
and Nestle Semilla
‘@IngNational

CEBU CITY—Cebu Gov, Gwen-
dolyn Garcia has softened her
stance after President Duterte
publicly expressed his disgust
over the province's continued
defiance of the policy set by the
national pandemic task force.

- Garcia announced on Tues-
day that Cebu would follow
the health protocols set by the
Inter-Agency Task Force for the
Management of Emerging In-
fectious Diseases (IATF). But
in a bid to meet the IATF half-
way, the governor said the
swab-upon-arrival policy of
the province stays for Filipinos
returning from trips abroad, in-
¢cluding overseas Filipino work-
ers (OFWs), but only to deter-
mine who among them are
infected with COVID-19.

Even if they test negative,
they will still be quarantined
in a hotel for 10 days and will be
swabbed on the seventh day, in
compliance with IATF guidelines.

Both swab tests would be
done at no cost to returning Fil-
ipinos, Garcia said.

She said the 10-day hotel
stay for returning Filipinos will
be implemented, scrapping the
home quarantine previously
imposed in Cebu.

Garcia thanked President
Duterte for announcing that the
hotel stay will be shouldered by
the government and no longer be
a burden to returning residents.

The governor also set aside
her Executive Order No. 23 issued
on Monday that warned agencies
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of criminal charges should they
violate the provincial ordinance
that allowed returning Filipinos to
go home after two days in a quar-
antine hotel if tested negative on
their arrival at Mactan Cebu In-
ternational Airport (MCIA).

‘Ruckus’

Garcia's announcement came
after President Duterte on Mon-
day night sternly warned Cebu
against its continuing defiance
of the IATF protocols.

President Duterte stood by
the IATF's quarantine policy, and
warned trial courts that any or-
der to stop the IATF policy could
result in.a “ruckus” between the
judicial branch and the execu-
tive branch.

The President said he would
not obey any court order against
the government’s: pandemic re-
sponse, after two lawyers in Cebu
challenged the IATF’s mandatory
quarantine protocols meant to
prevent the spread of the Delta
variant which could cause a surge
of COVID-19 cases in the country

“I'm a lawyer, I respect the ju-
diciary and I can assure them that
we will follow the orders. But at
this time of a national emergen-
cy, I would just like to inform the
courts that T'will not follow them.
I will insist on what is necessary
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to protect the people,” Mr. Dute-
rte said during his regular public
address.

“I will just say that I am here
to protect the people. And for
as long as I'm guided by reason,
that's factual, backed up by stud-
ies, then I will follow what the
medical science would tell me,
That is my answer, ‘he said.

Cebuano lawyers Clarence
Paul Oaminal and Valentino Ba-
calso Jr. on Monday filed a peti-
tion in court to declare the IATFE's
plotocols for returning Filipinos
from abroad as “ineffective and
inapplicable” in Cebu.

Settling legal issue .
The IATF wanted arriving
Filipinos from abroad, including
OFWs, to undergo quarantine for
14 days with a COVID-1g swab
test to be conducted on the sev-
enth day from arrival, ;
Garcia and the provincial
board, on the other hand, earli-
er required them to undergo a
swab test upon arrival at MCIA
and to go on hotel quarantine for
only two to three days.

. Justice Secretary Menardo
Guevarra on Tuesday said the
petition filed by the Cebuano
lawyers was an opportunity for

‘the court to settle a legal issue

involving the guidelines being

imposed by the IATF to contain
the pandemic.
He said the resolutions ap-

i ‘proved by the IATF had the au-
~ thority of President Duterte.

“But let me say now that [ATF
resn!uﬁons acquire legally bind-
ing force because they are ad-

F Qpl:éd by the President through

an enabling executive order,”
Guevarra said in a Viber message.

The IATF, he said, was a
“qualified political agency” of the
ovel nt and that its actions

own order.

“As such, these TATF reso-
lutions apply with equal force
in every nook and cranny of our
country,” Guevarra said.

“Therefore, all local govern-

 ment officials, who are constitu-

tionally under the supervision of
the President, must align their
policies, resolutions and ordi-
nances in accordance with the
directives of the Chief Executive.
Otherwise, there will be chaos and
dnmdeﬂn our society,” he said.

“ Presidential =~ spokesperson
Harry Rogue said the President’s
message is that during a public
-emergency, the state's the inher-
ent police power to safeguard
public health must be recognized.

According to Mr. Duterte, Gar-
cia had come to see him to explain
the province's protocols.

While he sees the wisdom in
her view, the national govern-
ment disagrees with this, he said.

“But, 1 said, the overwhelming
notion among us in government
and the medical doctors, simply
do not agree with her,” he said.

He was leaving Garcia's fate
to the Department of the Interi-
or and Local Government. —witH
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