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CONCEPCION URGES GOV’T, PRIVATE SECTOR
TO PREPARE PH FOR “NEXT NORMAL”

As the government’s COVID-19 vaccination program
continues to accelerate, Presidential Adviser for Entrepre-

neurship and Go Negosyo founder Joey Concepcion has called -

on stakeholders from the government as well as the private
sector to prepare the Philippines for the “next normal”
marked by greater mobility and opening up of more sectors of

‘the economy. Concepcion asked, for example, for the follow-

ing: the issuance of a vaccine pass - which for now can be the
bakuna card issued by local government units - exemption
from getting an RT-PCR test for fully vaccinated Filipinos
wanting to travel around the country, and allowing restau-
rants and other establishments with the required health and
safety protocols to go beyond thmr imposed limits and accept
more fully vaccinated guests. i

As’ Concepgion stated “We have been meetmg with
OCTA Research and Dr. Edsel Salvana whois one of the advis-
ers of DOH to align with our strategies and proposals by
giving vaccinated people more mobility and access. In domes-
tic travel, no PCR required if fully vaccinated; for seniors,
which was approved, no restrictions on movement; and for
restaurants, additional capacity to be given to them, assum-
ing 20 percent or above, but only for the fully vaccinated, this
can be applied to other sectors as well. Areas of high-risk cate-
gory like arenas, movie theaters, bars, and the like, either seg-
regation where vaccinated can stay indoors and those unvac-
cinated outdoors. The U.S. is applying this now and some are
not accepting those unvaccinated. These are some examples
of what the private sector will propose.”

Concepcion said the time was right to put in place
new policies as the Philippines is getting closer to achiev-
ing the minimum requirement of population protection
where 40-50 percent of Filipinos are vaccinated, particu-
larly in the National Capital Region plus eight provinces
that together account for more than 60 percent of the
country’s Gross Domestic Product. “We have to give the
vaccinated population greater mobility as soon as we
achigve the minimum of population protection. Doing so
will go a long way in reviving some of our battered sectors
such as the tourism and hospitality sectors and the food
and beverage industry,” said Concepcion.

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez IlI, who also
heads the Duterte administration’s economic team, has ex-
pressed support for these policy proposals which will con-
tribute to the rebound of the country’s economy.

“These proposals are also a form of incentive to get
even more Filipinos vaccinated so that we can reach our
higher target of herd immunity, where 70-80 percent of
Filipinos are vaccinated,” Concepcion added, “Greater mo-
bility is one reward for getting to at least our minimum
target of population protecuon ?

' He stressed that the 40-50 percent population protec-
tion was backed by data, guided particularly by the experi-
ence in Israel where COVID-19 cases had started to drop
dramatically once the vaccination level hit the 40-50 per-

. cent mark: And the cases remained low even as it opened

up more of its economy.
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CONCEH:IDN I'M CERTAIN WE WILL HAVE ME
CHRISTMAS AN'D NEW YEAR "

Concepcion isalsoin favor of aﬂowmg theem:ry of tour-
ists gwen@hat various parameters are met to ensure mutual
safety of the Filipinos and of the tourists that wﬂlﬁe vismng
the country. Concepcion suggested that the cm.mtry oquld
allow tourists if the tourist’s country of origin havé at least
vaccinated 50% of its population and has not reached com-
munity transmission level of the new Delta varfant that is
currently hitting India hard. He also said that tourists should
still be mandated to take an RT-PCR test but must not be
quarantined longer if found negative, > -

“These suggestions are proactive measures and
should only kick in when we reach population protection
and eventually, herd immunity. In reaching these critical
points, a game plan with policies that have been thorough-
ly discussed and debated shall be ready,” he said, “Let us-
not wait for the time that we would only discuss measures
for our economic revival upon hitting population protec-
tion. The time to start talking about it is now.”

" “These are all sl part of our overarching goal to
reopen our economy safely and to keep it that way,” said
Concepcion, “We must proceed carefully and seek to find
solutions that are acceptable and fair.”

He expressed optimism that the Philippines will achieve
the crucial milestone of population protection by the fourth
quarter, raising hopes that the Christgnas season this year will
be much more festive than last year Tns putting the country
on the path befond the pandemic.

Not to say, however, that the health and safety proto-
cols can be done away with, stressing that the virus will
still be very much around, thus requiring continued vigi-
lance and adherence to the most basic of safety protocols
to prevent a return of a COVID-19 case surge.

However, at the level of population protection, Con-
cepcion said the country can already confidently open up
more sectors of the economy and perk up activity to shore
up the Philippines’ GDP and rescue companies, particular-
ly micro small and medium scale enterprises. “Population
protection is a waypoint, a phase, on our way t6 herd im-
munity when we ¢an already optimize the reopening of
our economy. When we apply this, we can be more effi-
cient in approaching this pandemic, safely ease into eco-
nomic recovery, and have a better chance of winning
through it,” Concepcion said. “Population protection is
our working target, but herd immunity is always our goal.”



