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Vanants crossmg
borders

rue to. hm commitments, o
millions of overseas Filipino
workers (OFWs), President
Rodrigo. Duterte reaffirmed the
“ Philippine government policy to
allow their return to our country
¢ despite travel bans during these
- risky times of the coronavirus dis-
“ease 2019 (ﬁoer-w) pandemnic.

‘The same policy is applied by our government to the

rest of returning Pm’cxys and Pinays living abroad as
immigrants or citizens of their adoptive countries or
‘ caught by the lockdown while on foreign trip.
ﬁxhppmes like many of the COVID-impacted
coun‘lnes ‘has implemented travel bans and border con-
trols to control the spread of this deadly contagion since
“its outbreak in March last year. Non-essential travels in
" and out of the Philippines are being disallowed, espe-
- cially during the height of the lockdown, euphemistically
"called as enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) that
was firstimposed all over the country lastyear.
' The quarantine classifications are currentlly recali-
* brated on granular basis, or area specific depending on

the gravity of COVID-19 cases, especially with the local -

- transmissions of foreign variants or mutations coming
- from other countries. The same applies with the trav-
el bans re tlgularly reviewed by the Inter-Agency’ Task
Force on the Management of Emerging and Infectious
Diseases (IATF-MEID)..

Despite the travel ban, the more highly transmis-
sible COVID-19 foreign variants have crossed borders
and entered the Philippines with mpumty

As of latest monitor-

ing of the Department of  Despite  the tfavel '

Health (DOH), the Phil- ban, the more highly

ippines now has 17 con-  transmissible COV-
ed Delm variant tl'lﬂt ID-19 jomlgn variants

E;?:;:éd ha orthe v 20 enere e Pl
Km dom; 21 cases of Beta, P1M€S with impunity.
e South Afnea van-

in our country The forelgn vanants were mustly dehected
~ from returning Filipino seamen who have crossed several
' countries on board their ships and return flights back to
the Philippines.

After it lapsed on April 29, the IATF has extended

the travel restrictions imposed on passengers from In=
dia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, United
' Arab Emirates and Oman until June 30 to-prevgnt the
entry of a more infectious COVID-19 variant. .

Despite the extension, presxdent&tspokesman Har-
- ry Roque reiterated in an official statement the policy
of the Duterte administration to allow returning F‘!ipl"”"-

. nos and OFWs to come back home here.

“Let it be clear, however, that Filipinos mvered by thek §

repatriation programs of the government and repatriation
 activities of manning (or) recruitment agencies cleared by
i ,rthe Bureau of Quarantine are not prohibited from enter-
ing the Philippines,” Roque stated anew. But like the rest
. of travelers entering our country, they aresub]ecito swab
testing and quarantine protocols, Roque added.

“-and other loved ones.

~ travel bans, Fi pinos
_abroad must still undergo swab testing and quarantine
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~Atotal of 403,234 overseas Filipinos had been repa-

tnated by the government since the start of the pan- -

‘demic, according to a Department of Foreign Affairs -
" (DFA) data. Tlusﬁmu%ﬁr, owever, did not mdmate if

it included Filipinos who got tested positive for CO-

VID-19 upon arrival here.

At an [ATF meeting Monday night, the President an-

nounced the government will continue to impose the
- mandatory face shield in public venues, both inside and

ouside places. Also, the Chief Executive asserted the na- -

- ‘tional policy to require swab testing and 10-day quaran-
- tine protocols for Filipinos and foreigners would prevail .

over local ordinances such_as t'nose inCebu.

and Pinays who belong.to the so-called cases of “binational
families” who have been separated from their children

still cannot enter or go back -

to thePlruhppmes, notby ice but due to the Ci V1D-19

demic. Fortunately, they have BFASecrelnry Teodoro

eddyboy” Locsin Jr. as champion of family reunification

ids. Despite being one of the TATF members, the DFA

Secretary could only do so much speedy action for their
specific cases within his agency jurisdiction.

A< DFA Secretary, Locsin implements the Philip-
pine policy entry restrictions through visa issuances
on those traveling from countries with localized CO-
VID-19 transmissions. Exempted from this rule are Fili-
pino citizens (including foreign spouses and children);
holders of permanent resident visa; and holders of dip-
lomatic visas issued by the Philippine govemment

- But there are other government agencies involved in
t}us process such as the DOH; the Bureau of Immigra-
tion; the Department of Tourism (DOT); the Department
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), especially

| . involving travel of children or minors; and, Philippine
' embassies or consulates in the countries concerned.

The most crucial document needed by foreign na-
tionals wishing to enter the Philippines is the EED, or
entry exemption document they must secure from our

- embassy in their home country. A forelgner cannot ap-
~ ply for Philippine visa without EED.

Locsin’s assistance is much sought after also by simi-
larly situated Filipinos who are unable to get married as
their foreigner fiancés cannot enter the country. Through
his personal Twitter account @teddyboylocsin ¢ declared 2!
am going aroxmi:ipm]mg Will never give up,” Locsin
vowed. “Don’t break my heart. Harder for me to work to
ﬁEt you all united,” he promised on his Twitter post at the

ight of the lockdown in the Philippines in July last year.

In reply to cries for help, his standing order to the
DFA legal office: “Find all ways to get around the ban,
especially all ways these couples can get married to en-

‘terourcuun

The dﬂngers of COVID-19 contagion, especially

 with the more deadly variants can not, however, be

overly romanticised. But with anh—COVID vaccination,
the risks are much less.

With foreign variants of COVID-19 unféﬁel‘ed by
as well as foreigners coming i

in from

upon arrival in the]?hllippmes even if they are already .,

vaccinated.



