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PH buys 40-m Pflzer d

Galvez' Single biggest deal so far; vaccine slated forAugust deltvery

By Willie Casas,
Macon Ramos-Araneta
and Rio N. Araja

HE government has
made the biggest
vaccine procurement
for 2021 with the signing
of a supply agreement for
40 million doses of Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines, with
deliveries expected to start |
in August o il xt;»
“We are very happy to report fhat
the government and the pnhngenﬂleni.of
Pfizer have ﬁnaily concluded our

ations,” said vaccine czar Carlito G
Jr.  “(Health) Secretary (Francisco)
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Duque and I signed yesterday (Saturday) |
the supply agreement for the biggest and
most decisive deal we had for 2021.”

“The vaccine demand has begun to
ease up for many big and rich countries,
as most of them have already acquired
more than enough vaccines for their

population and have vaccinated many of
their citizens. This has allowed the man- |
ufacturer to commit to us that dehvenes,
though still to be made in tranches, will |
be in bulk,” he said.

_ The procurement of the 40 million
vaceine doses will be financed through a
multilateral loan with the Asian Develop—
ment Bank (ADB). ‘

Galvez said loan funds from multi-
lateral partners such as the ADB follow
a direct disbursement scheme in which

payments are made dJrectlybythe fund
manager to the vaccine manufacturer.

He said this would ensure that vaccine
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Health Organization has also comltted Galvez said the vaccination of 12-to-
to deliver a total of 44 million doses this 15-year-olds may be conducted in the lat-
year, bringing the total number of doses mmofﬂ:eyear,asﬂwecmmtryms—
secured by the Philippines to 157 million.  es its vaccine inventory and completes the

Meanwhile, about 16 million doses
from Novavax and Johnson & Johnson
are still under negotiation.

The, Philippines last week started its
programme to vaccinate 35 million people
working outside their homes, while con-
tinuing to inoculate priority sectors. such
as healthcare workers and elderly citizens,
hoping to achieve herd immunity this year.

More than 8 million doses have been
administered, of which about 6 million
were for the first dose, suggesting a slow
vaccine rollout that puts the government's
target to vaccinate up to 70 million people
this year in doubt.

Vaccine supply around the capital Ma-
nila remains limited, while COVID-19
cases in several provinces have surged,
complicating efforts to ramp up the im-
munization drive in a country with some
of Asia's largest numbers of mfecnons and
deaths,

"I‘hevaccmeaﬁ‘om?ﬁzerwxllsigmﬁ
cantly boost our national immunization
programandv\fhﬂs]enableustomhzeom
rgoal of achie munity by year-
aﬁnd.'fhlsxsan(ﬂwr%ihw opn

forall memm

Galvezrelterawﬂﬂmtpmpmdness on
the part of Tocal government units (LGUs)
nsmpmuvemﬂ:mecmﬁxmedpmcmd

supply from Pfizer. :

"Wedon'twantanyvaceﬂ:embe
wasted because of spoﬂage and mishan-
dling,” Galvez e Sy
. Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines have stor-
age tﬁnpemnne requirements of minus
80 to minus 60 degrees centigrade while
Moderna and Sputnik require minus 20.

Galvez said the government will de-
plngwﬁwpmuedl’ﬁzwdomtoaﬂpov
inces and regions. .

“We intend to deploy the Pfizer, Sput

inoculation of the priority sectors.

The Philippines logged o 5,803 new
COVID-19 cases on Sunday, bringing the -
total number of infections to 1,359,015,
as two laboratories were unable to sub-
mit their data on time, ﬂleDepartmentof
Health (DOH) reported. |

The DOH 84newfamlmea
bnngmg3 5 thﬁdealhtollﬁomCOVﬂ)-l%o
23, Rl e
'me DOH also repumd 7,652 new!y
movaadperwns,brmgmgthz:otaiw i
coveries to 1,277,715. AT

_Active mmodntﬂ,ﬂs\ of which’
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asymptomatic, 1.3 percent were critical,
1.8 percent'were severe, and 1.29 percent
yere moderate,

ationwide, 57 percent of TCU beds,

47peroent of 1solau 46 percent of

ward beds, and 36 percent 6f ven
WEre in use.
In Metro Manila, 43 pem:mto!'ICU

beds, 38 percent of isolation beds, 32 per-
oentofwm'dbeds and32pemcentofven—

said the P57.3 bﬂhoninloansakmdyse—
cured by the government can cover the
P25 billion required to vaccinate minors.

Lacson cited updated- from the
Philippine Statistics A (PSA) indi-
cating only P30.462 billion may be need-
ed t& inoculate 68.2 million adult Filipinos
this year.

"Figures from the PSA as of March 28
this year show the Philippines’ midyear
population will reach 110 198,654 by July
1. Of this, 62 percent or 68.323 million
are adults. If we mulnplyﬂmbyP446per

neednbnut bil!mtomoculm
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On the other hand, he pointed out that
Galvez had stated that the country will
have 68m11hon free doses of vaccines,
44 million from the COVAX
facility and 24 million from two brands.
"Every peso counts and must be ac-
counted for, especially during these diffi-
cult times. 'Ihatsald,theIAIFandDOF
(Department of Finance) should further
clarify the figures that they presented

le hearing," Lacson said.
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" Also, during the hearing, Lacson and

agmedthat momlhanemughﬁmds
to achieve herd immunity for this year, the
govemmentshouldfocusmomon
cient rollout of the vaccines.
Laosonsmd the Senate will scrutinize
for additional budgets
against the pandemic, including an addi-
tional P66 billion being requested by the
Depmnm‘t of Health for pandemlc re-

sponse. '

"First, they will have to account for
P660.1 billion which, according to the De-
pamnmtofBudgetnndManagament.has
been released to the agencies concerned
for the overall COVID-19 response over
the last 15 months or so," he said. L

'Dm‘mg these times when the cound
try is almost neck-deep in debt with an
unprecedented P11 trillion in foreign and
domestic borrowings, not to mention an
alarmingly low revenue collection, every
pesoﬂmtoomesﬁmnﬂ:etreasmyshmﬂd
count and made sure to be put to good use,
he added.

Lacson also said the govment
should all the more do a better job of pro-
moting trust in the vaccination process and
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sense to our ves,andﬁn-ﬂieropenupum
economy,” he said in a statement.

To date, 94.24" percent or 1,053,373
healthemweaﬁm(ﬂl)hmbeenm-
oculated while in the senior citizens (A2)
group, 1,939,599 have received their first

‘dose and 536,476 are fully vaccinated.

For adults with comorbidities (A3),
2,005,206 have been given their first jabs
while 498,925 have received both shots.

For the economic front-liners (A4),
452,600 were admiinistered their first dose,
while 8,127 are-already fully vaccinated. « '

ganon Junegbunshmﬁgﬁﬁe}imm-'

al Capital Region (NCR), Metro. Cebu,
Lagma?m mmmm
ﬁg;g%lgﬁﬁqadtﬁnhofcgwd 19 cas-
ﬂ*’ u ‘.'!

At least 23 826mdigcm residents
also given their first dose in select L
inNCR.

Also on' Sunday, Quezon C:ty Rep.
Precious Hipolito Castelo said the, US
donation of COVID-19 shots ouuld boost
vaccine confidence among Filipinos, who
favor jabs made by Western companies.

But she called on people to "take the
vaccmethailsavmlablebecauseﬂmtls
our best protection COVID-19.” -

She also urged vigilance, even among
those who havebemﬂﬂlvacmm:L

“The latest data from Indonesia shows
that even those fully vaccinated can get
the virus and be hospitalized. So let us
contmuetobewgﬂant,tocontmmww |
ing face masks and face shields, to alwo,ys
be on guard against getting infected, or if
we are infected. wwamst infecting others,”
she said. '

Over 300 Indonesmn health workers
got the virus despite taking two doses of
the Chinese-made Sinovac vaccine, she
said.

The of Health, however,
assured the public that Sinovac remains,
effective against death and hospitalization |
from COVID-19. o
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