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team. The fund transfer of the
WHO counterpart will be made
in favor of the University of the
Philippines-Manila and that will
be completed next week,” Dela
Pefia said in his Bayanihan report
last Friday.

Rowena Cristina Guevara, sci-
ence and technology undersecre-
tary for research and development
and chairperson of the Task Group
on Vaccine Evaluation and Selec-
tion (TG-VES), said the WHO is
expected to provide a counterpart
fund support of $1.5 million in
cash and equipment to UP-Manila,

which will spearhead the Philip-

_pines SVT team.

The Philippine government, for
its part, is providing a total fund-
ing of P483 million for the vaccine
trials in the country.

Guevarasaid the Department of
Budget and Management provided

‘the DOST an additional funding of

P384.4 million for the Philippine-
WHO SVT, on top of the P89 mil-
lion funding already earmarked
by the DOST. The DOH provided
additional P9.6 million funds.

The TG-VES had earlier pre-
pared the SVT team with work-
shops and seminars on the pro-
tection, safety and well-being of
participants as well as how adverse
events should be recorded and re-
ported during clinical trials.

The training of the Philippines’

SVT team started last January.

Guevara had earlier said that
there would be changes in the
WHO trial sites, stressing that
barangays with high number of
COVID-19 cases %tad changed
from January when they first iden-
tified the trial sites, to the current
barangay hotspots.

However, Guevara said these
changes would not affect the time-
table of the rollout once they start.

“We are on track,” Guevara -
said.

The DOST, as head of the
TG-VES, has partnered with
the Department of the Interior
and Local Government for the
coordination of the national roll-
out ofthe trials.




