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By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

The
must fast-track the
formulation of uni-
form  quarantine
protocols for vacci-
nated Filipinos, including those
working overseas, to help the
economy recover more quickly,
according to Sen. Panfilo Lac-
SOm.

Over the weekend, the sen-
ator expressed approval after
vaccine czar Carlito Galvez ]r.
reported that the National Task
Force Against COVID-19 was
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FOR VACCINATED FILIPINOS

LACSON: STANDARD QUARANTINE PROTOGOLS URGENT

drafting standard quarantine
protacols for returning Filipi-
nos, whether vaccinated here
or abroad.

“Please make it sooner, not
later. Mind the economy for a
change,” Lacson said in a Twit-
ter post.

He earlier pushed for the
creation of a COVID-19 vaccine
passport system that would
make traveling to the Philip-
pines easier for vaccinated in-
dividuals, including foreign in-
vestors.

At the same time, Lacson
urged the Inter-Agency Task
Force for the Management of

Emerging Infectious Diseases
(IATF) to fine-tune its COVID-19
guidelines and “make sure the
protocols [were] in sync with
those of other countries.”

He also supported the rec:
ommendation of the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) to scrap
the COVID-19 testing require-
ment for returning Filipinos
who had been fully vaccinated
abroad.

“Way to go! This is one sen-
sible adjustment that our ‘kaba-
bayans’ abroad who miss their
families here have been want-
ing to hear from DOH,” he said
in another tweet.
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Beginning June 22, return-
ing Filipinos who were ful-
ly vaccinated in the country
would undergo quarantine for
just seven days. They would
undergo a swab test only if
they show COVID-19 symptoms
during the quarantine period.

Foreign nationals and Fil-
ipinos who received their jabs
abroad, on -the other hand,
would still undergo testing and
a 10-day facility-based quaran-
tine.

The protocols are based on
IATF Resolution No. 119 which
was signed on June 3, 2021. —wWITH
A REPORT FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH
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