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Fa’c'e'shiel bn or off? Depends

According to Harry Roque,
s Inter-Agency Task Force for
= Management of Emerging
fectious Diseases (IATF) rec-
unended to Mr. Duterte to
ntinue requiring their use in
closed or indoor spaces like
spitals, schools, workplaces,
mmercial  establishments,
blic transport and terminals,
d places of worship.

“While waiting for the Presi-
nt's decision on the matter, the
isting policy on the use of face
ields remains in effect,” he said
a statement on Thursday.

In his meeting with sena-
rs on Wednesday, Mr. Duter-
nixed the use of face shields
most instances, Roque saki.

“l can only confirm what

. Senate President Tito Sotto
- and what Sen. Joel Villanueva

said earlier that the President
did say that the wearing of face
shield should only be in hospi-
tals,” he said.

He said the discussions be-
tween the President and the
senators were about whether
other countries also required
the use of face shields to deal
with the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mandatory since December

In December 2020, the Phil-
ippine government made the
use of full-coverage face shields
and masks mandatory in public
places after the TATF approved
their use in view of an expected
surge in COVID-19 cases during
and after the Christmas holiday.

P{eviouslg. a face shield was

equired only in specific places

like malls or while riding public,

transportation.

Roque said the IATF can
only make recommendations to
the President.

“And when the President
has decided, then that’s the pol-
icy,” he said.

Still, the IATF can appeal his
decision, Rogue said.

Expert advice
Nicanor Austriaco, a pro-
fessor of biological sciences,
said that if asked for his advige,

" he would recommend the use

of face shields in high-risk ar-

_eas, or those facing a surge in

COVID-19 cases.

Austriaco said science sug-
gests that face shields provide
an added g percent protecnon
against infection.

“Whether or not this g per-
cent is worthwhile in the par-
ticular context really is a politi-
cal prudential decision,” he said
in a Palace briefing.

“The government has to de-
cide exactly if that 9 percent is
worth the sacrifice that the Fil-
ipino people would have to un-
dertake,” he added.

Critics of the policy say the

face shield requirement just

poses an added financial bur-
den. They also question its ef-
ficacy in preventing infections.

Manila Mayor Francisco
“Isko Moreno” Domagoso said
he was glad Mr. Duterte recon-
sidered the policy.

Domagoso earlier called on
the IATF to scrap the policy
saying face shields, which pro-
vided minimal protection when
outside a hospital setting, only

burden the poor with additional
expenses during the pandemic.
Health Secretary Francisco
Dugque III had rejected a call to
scrap the face shield require-
ment but Health Undersecre-
tary Leopoldo Vega said face
shields may be removed in out-
door settings where the risk of
transmission is low.

! Specific settings

Health Undersecretary Maria
Rosario Vergeire clarified that
the use of face shields is only

required in specific settings, in-

cluding enclosed public spaces or
public spaces where one-meter
physical distancing was not pos-
sible and there was a gathering
of more than 10 people.
rding to Senator Vil-
ho was present
signing of a law in

Malacanang on Wednesday, tl
President asked the senators
approach him and asked the
about the face shields th
were wearing.

“So, we made mention abo
what happened during
[Senate] hearing where it w
also asked if there was zmy of
er country [that requires fa
shields],” Villanueva , said
Thursday during a press briefir

“Butnot one of us could say
there was any other cguntry th
made it a policy,” he said. “The
the President himself said, “Th
you don’t have to wear it." 8o, :
of us took (them) off.”

In April this year, Pe
made face shields mandato
in establishments wn‘.hr
crowding, —wiTH A REF
MARICAR CINCO AND INC
SEARCH INQ




