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Inequity is a pervasive problem in our country and it is more pronounced in the health sector. Latest data show that 
access to skilled providers and health facilities for birth deliveries is directly proportional to the family income. The 
number of children dying is significantly higher in rural areas, among women who have no education, and among the 
poorest of the poor. Previous health reforms have resulted to significant improvements in the health system. However, 
we need to work more so that the most vulnerable Filipinos will experience the benefits of these reforms. 

We are now pursuing the goal of Kalusugan Pangkalahatan (KP) or universal health care to overcome inequities in our 
health system and deliver better health outcomes. KP represents our government’s efforts to address the health needs of 
the Filipinos, and particularly favors the most vulnerable segments of our population. It is built on three strategic thrusts, 
namely (1) financial risk protection through expansion of the National Health Insurance Program enrollment and benefit 
delivery, (2) improved hospitals, health facilities and services and (3) scaling up public health interventions to attain our 
health-related Millennium Development Goals, and to control the rise of non-communicable diseases. 

Through KP, around 5.2 million poorest families identified by the DSWD’s National Household Targeting System were 
enrolled through a full subsidy from the National Government to make them rise above the financial barriers to health 
care access.  

On the other hand, middle-class families that are not covered by PhilHealth may run the risk of being impoverished 
when they get sick of chronic illnesses such as cancer, acute cardiac events, end-stage renal diseases and other 
debilitating non-communicable diseases. The tremendous costs of these illnesses are financially and emotionally 
burdensome to any family, hence the need to expand the PhilHealth coverage and benefit package to cover these groups. 

There is an ongoing nationwide effort to rehabilitate and upgrade rural health units, hospitals, and all other government 
health facilities, in line with KP’s second strategic thrust. Our goal is to rationalize the distribution and capacities of 
different health facilities to provide appropriate health services, so that the poorest families would be able to access 
quality and affordable healthcare. Most of our poor go to government-run health facilities in their time of need and they 
deserve no less than the best care from these public facilities. 

To meet MDGs on health, we have rolled out Community Health Teams or CHTs whose primary task is to work 
directly with the poorest families, assist them in determining their health needs, health services available and help them 
avail of PhilHealth benefits. We are also deploying nurses to the areas with great need of their services through our 
RNheals program. 

The National Objectives for Health 2011-2016 sets all the health program goals, strategies, performance indicators and 
targets that can lead the health sector to achieve Kalusugan Pangkalahatan by 2016. Unqualified and unwavering 
commitment is critical for us to truly achieve Kalusugan Pangkalahatan, the universal health care program of the Aquino 
administration. Let us all work together in realizing this common dream for all Filipinos.  

 

 

ENRIQUE T. ONA, MD 
Secretary of Health 
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The 2011-2016 National Objectives for Health provides guidance to all stakeholders and advocates in attaining the three 

strategic goals of the Department of Health for the health sector: ensuring financial risk protection, access to quality 

health facilities and attainment of the health-related Millennium Development Goals – most significant of which is the 

reduction in Infant and Maternal Mortality Rates and incidence of infectious diseases such as TB, HIV-AIDS, Malaria. 

We also note of other emerging and reemerging diseases that call for equal attention and investment. As illnesses and 

diseases are multifactorial in nature, the solutions and strategies outlined in this document go beyond clinical 

interventions. All key players in the field, especially Public Health implementers and managers, should take to heart the 

goals, targets and strategies outlined in this document in order to attain Kalusugan Pangkahalatan or Universal Health Care 

in this country. I appeal to all heads and managers of the health system, office, or unit to take the initiative to 

disseminate and educate all their constituents on the importance of achieving these health goals and targets.  
Periodic review and reporting of the accomplishment of the set goals and targets shall be initiated by the Health Policy, 

Finance and Research Development Cluster and shall further be cascaded to the level of the regions, provinces and 

municipalities using available monitoring and evaluation tools. Our Community Health Teams should also be able to 

include this vital document in their information portfolio so that all families and individuals are informed of their 

important responsibility towards their health in the community. The Department of Health will continue to lead in 

formulating strategic solutions to concerns identified in this document. Close collaboration with other government, non-

government, donor institutions, including the private sector shall primarily govern the actions of the Department of 

Health in bringing forward the 2011-2016 National Objectives for Health.   

Allow me to extend the Department of Health’s recognition and great appreciation to all who in their individual and 

institutional capacity have made valuable contribution in terms of their technical and expert assistance in the final 

publication of this document. 

 

 

MADELEINE DE ROSAS-VALERA, MD, MSCIH  
Assistant Secretary 
Health Policy Finance and Research Development Cluster 
Department of Health  
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SWSS Social Weather Station Survey 

TACT Technical Assistance Coordination Team 

TB  Tuberculosis 

TB CDR TB Case Detection Rate 

TBD To be Determined 

TCM Technical Coordination Meeting 

TFR Total Fertility Rate 

TRC  Treatment and Rehabilitation Center 

TT  Tetanus Toxoid 

UHC  Universal Health Care 

USAID  United States Agency for International 
Development  

USGAO  US Government Accountability Office 

VAD Vitamin A Deficiency 

WER Weekly Epidemiological Record 

WHO World Health Organization 

WHO-WPR World Health Organization- Western 
Pacific Region 

WOMB Watching Over Mothers and Babies



 
 

 


